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EDGEMONT BY THE NUMBERS

NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS BROKEN SO 
FAR

 4
64
86
98
 12

1. Win G.O. Volleyball this year - Don’t be fooled, G.O. Volleyball is not like 
your typical gym class game. Competition is fierce, the pressure is fiercer.
2. Do not religiously stalk the EHS Class of  2024 College Decisions Instagram 
page - Seniors, there’s nothing you can do about your own applications now. 
Juniors and Sophomores, nothing warrants the amount of  time you spend on 
the page.
3. Find a place to sit in the library during lunch - There is high demand and low 
supply. But please, no need to fight over one.
4. Be more in touch with the underclassmen so that I can write better front page 
content - This one is just for me, sorry about that.

Juniors who wear wigs and sunglasses and a bad attitude to 
school so that they can park in the Senior Lot

7th Graders stressing about who will be their valentine

Postings of  Taylor Swift’s new album announcement 
to Instagram stories 

Days after the planned deadline in which this Campus 
issue was sent to the printers (sorry Mr. Weitzman)

Students confused by the Honors English Qualifying 
Essay prompt
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 Thousands of  miles away from 
the war between Israel and Hamas lies the 
Red Sea, which has recently seen boats 
traveling in international waters being tar-
geted by drones, rockets, and helicopters. 
Pirates have also intercepted a vessel. But 
how did it get like this?
 The Yemeni Houthis are a rebel 
group founded in 1992 but have been 
steadily gaining a following (and power) 
since the early 2000s. Their takeover of  
the capital of  Yemen in September of  
2014 sparked the Yemeni Civil War, which 
remains active to this day, though in recent 
years there has not been as much fighting. 
Even worse, the war has sparked a hu-
manitarian crisis that has left ~80% of  the 
country struggling to put food on the table. 
 Although the Houthis now 
control a sizable portion of  Yemen, it 
is important to note that they are not 
internationally recognized as the official 
government of  Yemen. The group is often 
compared to the Lebanese terrorist group 
Hezbollah, as both are all but confirmed 
to be funded by Iran and have received 
money and weapons from Tehran. Hamas 
also falls in this group of  governing bodies. 
 Now turning the Houthi’s Red 
Sea upheaval – on October 19th, they 
launched a series of  indiscriminate missile 
and drone barrages on Israel. Though 
few did real damage, it showed that they 
were willing to get involved, which could 
escalate the war. Over the next couple 
of  months, the group started attacking 
and hijacking many commercial ships (in 

international waters). The first belonged to 
Israeli companies, but as time went on, the 
targets seemed to have no relation to Israel 
at all – with many being from western 
companies. 
 To deter these Houthi attacks, 
the U.S. sent military ships to patrol and 
protect ships in the region, but they were 
met with drone and anti-ship missile 
attacks. The attacks were first denied by 
the Houthis, but they then confirmed that 
they had targeted the American vessels 
traveling in international waters. As of  
the writing of  this article (January 15), the 
Houthis have launched attacks against 27 
of  civilian cargo ships, with many being 
fended off. However, some attacks have 
slipped through Western defenses and 
caused significant damage. 
 Given the safety risk, can’t the 
boats just go around?
 Well, no, and this is because over 
100 years ago, on November 17, 1869, 
the Suez Canal opened, forever changing 
global shipping. It linked the Red Sea 
and Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean 
– meaning boats no longer had to travel 
around the Cape of  Good Hope in South 
Africa – cutting shipping times dramatical-
ly.
 Today, over $1 trillion dollars 
in goods passes through the Suez Canal 
a year. Massive quantities of  oil, mostly 
coming from Saudi Arabia, also travel 
through the Red Sea, which is connected 
to the Suez Canal. The African country 
Djibouti is situated right next to Yemen, 

only disconnected by a small strait, right 
next to the entrance to the Red Sea, and 
thus, the Suez Canal; its strategic location 
has helped it gain recognition from many 
countries and is the reason an otherwise 
overlooked country holds 8 military bases 
for the likes of  the U.S., China, and the 
UK. 
 Those military facilities give 
security so that in the case of  a  global 
conflict, those countries can ensure that 
the strait remains open. It is clear that Ye-
men occupies an important location, and 
the Houthis are using it to disrupt global 
trade, so what should the rest of  the world 
do about it?
 On January 3rd, 2024, the U.S. 
and many other countries sent a message 
to the rebels – telling them that what they 
are doing is illegal and to stop immedi-
ately. The Houthis have disregarded the 
message, refusing to slow down, so the U.S. 
has decided to take matters into its own 
hands; along with the United Kingdom, 
they have conducted various strikes on 
Houthi military installations. So far, there 
have been no reported civilian casualties as 
a result of  these strikes.
 Countries throughout the world 
are increasingly willing to intervene in 
some manner for the sake of  global trade 
and economic stability. As for us students, 
we can only hope that this conflict will not 
escalate into a regional war. 

By Samuel Reifel

THE TRILLION DOLLAR 
RED SEA CRISIS
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 You wake up on what would have been a usually 
depressing Tuesday morning, only to realize that something is 
different in the air. Your desperate student’s sixth sense is tingling. 
You immediately pick up your phone and see the message: 
“ALL EDGEMONT SCHOOLS WILL BE CLOSED DUE TO 
INCLEMENT WEATHER.”
 You sit up, wondering if  you are dreaming or not. Just 
to make sure, you throw the curtains open, and, low and behold, 
snow is pouring out of  the sky, and your driveway is already 
invisible. You pump your fist in celebration and gaze at the winter 
wonderland. “Sleigh Ride,” featuring the EHS concert band, 
dramatically swells in the background. 
 Perhaps less cinematically, this joyous experience oc-
curred for many of  us on our favorite day in January after MLK 
weekend. It was unexpected due to the strange April-like weather 
that has been happening lately. It’s too cold not to wear a jacket 
but too warm if  you wear one. 
 Snow days are precious days. Logically, they are only 
one extra day off from the year and nothing more. But they are 
so much more than that. Snow days are sacred. So what kind of  
person are you when one finally comes around? 

The Sleeper
 I’m about to expose us: Whatever number of  hours a 
student tells you they sleep, subtract 3 hours from that, and you 
get the honest answer. In fact, for you, the Sleeper, we should 
subtract 5. This could be due to several factors, like projects you 
had three weeks to do that you pushed off so long that you just re-
membered about them on the due date. You are that one person 
who is always putting your head down during a lecture. When a 
snow day comes around, this is the time to catch up on that beau-
ty sleep. Nothing is stopping you! You wake up any time between 
10 am and 3 pm. And somehow, you are still tired. But 
you tell yourself  it’s okay because those extra hours 
should help you stock up for the week! And the 

truth is, there’s nothing quite like eat-
ing breakfast during the same time 

you would be at lunch in school. 
It’s a surreal feeling.

The Studier 
 The best part of  a snow day is how all your tests, proj-
ects, and assignments get pushed back by one day. For you, the 
Studier, this day is not like a Saturday during the middle of  the 
week. Oh no. In fact, it’s an opportunity. You are the person who 
is ready to get up at 7 am to start studying for upcoming tests and 
preparing for all of  your various extracurricular activities. To you, 
seven extra hours of  free studying would otherwise be spent at 
school! You make a schedule for yourself  and get as much done 
as possible during the day. But take note: you are about 5% of  the 
student body. While you are studying for tomorrow’s math test, 
the Sleeper is snoozing his or her alarm for another two hours of  
sleep...

The Scroller 
 Everyone must admit it: you scroll through social media 
more than you would like. Whether it’s TikTok, YouTube, Ins-
tagram, Snapchat, or anything else, we’re all slightly addicted. 
That’s why, for the Scroller, snow days are absolute heaven. Wake 
up, scroll. Eat, scroll. Oh wait, is there something due tomorrow? 
That’s a problem for tomorrow. Lets scroll. After all, it was an 
unexpected day off. No one actually directly instructed you to do 
any work. You know you are probably wasting your time when 
you could be studying, but every time you try to be like the Stud-
ier, your phone beckons you to pick it up and open TikTok. And 
you think, “Why not?” Or maybe you waste time in other ways, 
like playing a game, staring into space, or thinking, “Gosh darn, 
what do I do with all this time?” It might only hit you in two days 
when you must cram in a paper that would have benefitted from 
some extra attention. We should have enough humility to admit 
that we all have a little part of  the Scroller in our souls. 
 
 No matter what category you fall into, or even if  you 
were a mix of  multiple, I hope the day off was enjoyable. Hope-
fully, that day in January was not our only snow day this year. 
If  we keep our fingers crossed, hopefully, the snow gods 
will listen to us and send us more inclem-
ent weather. Meanwhile, keep powering 
through and have fun trying not to get 
wet from snow melting off the breezeways 
and dripping onto your head as you pass 
through. 
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Ate 
Verb 

To perform a task really well. Can be used in the context of  
appearance, grades, sports performance, etc. 

Ex:
“Did you hear the new Nicki Minaj song?”
“Yeah, she ate that “

Giving 
Adjective 

To compliment someone, typically about their appearance

Ex: 
“Ooh girl, your outfit is giving”

To exude; to give off a sense of    
Ex: 
“I love the top; it’s giving vintage” (Positive)
“I hate that shade of  yellow; it’s giving highlighter” (Negative)

Delulu
Adjective 
A colloquialism of  the word delusional. Typically used to mock 
someone who has unrealistic expectations, especially in regards 
to romantic relationships. 

Ex:
“You’re delulu if  you think you’re getting an A+ in AP Chem-
istry”

W or L 
Noun 

An abbreviation for win and loss, respectively. 

Ex: 
“I got an 100 on the last math test”
“W”

“I failed my last math test”
“L”

Rizz
Noun

Shortened version of  charisma, meaning to have charm or 
good looks, or to charm someone else. 

Ex: 
“I asked her out but she rejected me”
“L rizz”

Yap
Verb 

To talk too much. 

Ex: 
“You could write a book with all that yapping.”

 Language has always been fluid and dynamic. With our developing society, language has changed with us, with new  Language has always been fluid and dynamic. With our developing society, language has changed with us, with new 
words being added to an ever-growing dictionary. Edgemont is no exception, as students continue to add new slang into their vo-words being added to an ever-growing dictionary. Edgemont is no exception, as students continue to add new slang into their vo-
cabulary on the daily. It may be confusing as to what these new words mean so to help guide teachers (and maybe some students), cabulary on the daily. It may be confusing as to what these new words mean so to help guide teachers (and maybe some students), 
this article has a compiled list of  current slang words and their meanings. this article has a compiled list of  current slang words and their meanings. 

 Whether you decide to use these slang terms or not is up to you, but at least now you can understand either your 
students, if  you are a teacher, or your peers, if  you are a student. I hope this also serves as a reminder to you to stay up to date 
on trends. Also, please pay attention to when they aren’t trendy any longer. Using outdated slang is sometimes embarrassing, so 
trying to avoid it is groovy. 
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spotify

EDGEMONT EDGEMONT 
WRAPPEDWRAPPED

What Did Edgemont Listen To In 2023?What Did Edgemont Listen To In 2023?

 With the end of  the year comes many things: celebration, joy, and even relief. But the one thing that tops the list is 
the release of  Spotify Wrapped (or Apple Music Replay). People either show their Wrapped to their friends with pride and the 
realization that 1,000,000 minutes of  music is very unhealthy, or they sit in the corner crying about how their most listened to 
artist somehow became their least favorite. Edgemont is a very diverse community in many ways, music being one of  them. 
Let’s see what we listened to last year.
	 There	were	two	figureheads	in	Edgemont	music	last	year,	and	both	are	among	the	world’s	biggest.	They	are	Taylor	
Swift, the #2 artist in the world, and Drake at #5 in the world. Swift released two albums in 2023, Speak Now (Taylor’s Ver-
sion) and 1989 (Taylor’s Version), both of  which were re-recorded versions of  her popular albums Speak Now and 1989. Her 
song “Cruel Summer” was one of  the most popular songs of  the year, peaking at #1 on the Billboard Hot 100 and playing on 
everyone’s For You page.
	 However,	in	Edgemont,	Taylor	played	second	fiddle	to	Drake	in	polls,	the	most	popular	musical	artist	with	an	amaz-
ing 17% of  Edgemont poll respondents picking him as their most listened to artist, myself  included. Drake has always been 
very popular here, but his surge in popularity this year might be due to his new 23-track album For All the Dogs that came out 
in early October. With #1 songs in “Slime You Out” and “First Person Shooter,” featuring SZA and J. Cole respectively, as 
well as other hits such as “Virginia Beach” and “8AM in Charlotte,” Drake once again made his case for the title of  leading 
mainstream rap artist. Some of  the other most popular artists in Edgemont in 2023 were SZA, Travis Scott, Mitski, Kanye 
West, Harry Styles, Lana Del Rey, and Yeat.
 Rap and pop, the two biggest genres of  music, tied with over half  of  Edgemont having listened to one of  the two 
more than any other genre. Pop music had a great year with albums like GUTS by Olivia Rodrigo, Did You Know That 
There's a Tunnel Under Ocean Blvd by Lana Del Rey, and Taylor Swift’s two albums. Songs like “Flowers” by Miley Cyrus 
and “Kill Bill” by SZA topped the charts and became sensations in pop culture. And of  course we can’t forget Barbie, the 
biggest	film	of 	the	year	grossing	$1.4	billion.	Barbie	came	with	its	own	soundtrack,	Barbie:	The	Album,	which	featured	top	
artists Lizzo, Dua Lipa, Ice Spice, Nicki Minaj, Sam Smith, and Billie Eilish.
 Meanwhile, rap albums from 2023 included For All the Dogs by Drake, UTOPIA, by Travis Scott, SCARING THE 
H*ES, by JPEGMAFIA and Danny Brown, Pink Tape, by Lil Uzi Vert, Nostalgia, by Rod Wave, A Gift & a Curse by Gunna, 
and A Great Chaos, by Ken Carson. Additionally, the manager of  late rapper Pop Smoke announced that no more post-
humous	music	would	be	released	by	him,	which	upset	many	fans,	including	Joe	Siegal	(‘24),	who	stated	that	he	unironically	
listened to Pop Smoke more than any other artist this year.
 The third most popular genre was pov: indie, with many popular albums released this year such as The Record by 
Boygenius, The Land Is Inhospitable and So Are We by Mitski, and Javelin by Sufjan Stevens. Indie music seems to have 
some of  the most dedicated fans, including JoJo Anchin (‘28) who listened to over 100,000 minutes of  music in 2023 and was 
a top 0.1% listener overall.
 This year, Edgemont listened to a variety of  music genres, from pop to rap to rock to modern Bollywood. There was 
a very wide range of  top artists, ranging from the Drakes and Taylor Swifts of  the world to Radiohead and David Bowie. And 
to complete Edgemont Wrapped, Campus has created a playlist of  Edgemont’s favorite songs. Scan the Spotify code below 
and enjoy Edgemont’s favorite music all in one place!

Daniel Silver
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Emily Xie

 Lunar New Year is a holiday celebrated by many and marks the first day of  the year in the lunar calendar. The celebration 
originated 3,500 years ago, during the Han dynasty (202 BC – 220 AD), and usually occurs in late January or early February, in con-
junction with the day of  the second new moon after the winter solstice. 
 It all began with a legend, a legend about a monster named Nian 年 who attacked villagers at the beginning of  each year. 
Nian had a long head and sharp horns and showed up to eat crops, livestock, and even people. Most villagers would hide from the 
ferocious monster, but one wise old man stepped out and refused to hide. He discovered what Nian was afraid of: bright lights, loud 
sounds, and most of  all, the color red. So, the old man lit candles all around the village, burned bamboo (later firecrackers), pasted red 
paper on doors, and wore red clothes. It was a successful way to scare Nian, and Nian never bothered the villagers again.
 Nowadays, a common tradition is to clean your home before Lunar New Year, getting rid of  both unwanted things and bad 
luck from the past year. Usually, people spend the holiday with family and friends. Performances are held featuring the dragon/lion 
dance 舞龙, also thought to scare away the bad luck and to usher in good fortune. A variety of  Chinese music is also played on tradi-
tional instruments, including the Pipa 琵琶, Erhu 二胡, Yangqin 扬琴, Guzheng 古筝, and many more. 
 Food is probably the most important part of  the Lunar New Year (at least for me). Different foods represent different ideas. 
For example, the dumplings 饺子 symbolize comfort, hope, and prosperity. Many family and friends come together to make dump-
lings, a great bonding activity. Spring rolls 春卷 symbolize bars of  gold, and they bring wealth and prosperity for the coming year. 
Longevity noodles 长寿面 symbolize the wish for a long, health, happy life, and they also make an appearance for birthdays. Because 
Lunar New Year takes place at the end of  winter, fruits like oranges 桔子 thrive. Oranges symbolize prosperity and bring good fortune. 
 Eight Treasures Rice 八宝饭 symbolizes great fortune, and is a pudding made with painstaking care. Sticky rice balls 
汤圆 fittingly symbolize togetherness and reunion. 
 Each lunar year is named after one of  the twelve zodiac animals. The meaning of  each originated from Chinese folklore, 
including the order. Every twelve years the cycle repeats of  the rat 鼠, ox 牛, tiger 虎, rabbit 兔, dragon 龙, snake 蛇, horse 马, sheep 
羊, monkey 猴, rooster 鸡, dog 狗, and pig 猪. If  you are in twelfth grade, you were most likely born in the year of  the dog. If  you are 
an eleventh-grader, you were likely born in the year of  the pig, while a tenth-grade generally first saw life in the year of  the rat.
 The zodiac cycle began when the Jade Emperor needed a way to measure time. As the legend goes, he had the animals 
compete in the race, and planned to name the years after them according to the place they came in the race. The cat and the rat were 
worried because the race was crossing a river. They asked the ox to carry them over, which he agreed to do. They were pleased that the 
ox was taking the lead, until the rat pushed the cat off the ox. This is why cats and rats don’t get along – and also why the cat is not in-
cluded in the zodiac cycle. Once the ox neared the bank, the sneaky rat jumped off the back of  the ox and landed in first place. Thus, 
the first year of  the cycle is named after the rat, and the ox was tricked into second. 
 A bit later, the tiger arrived, as the currents were strong. After the tiger came the rabbit, who did not swim but ended up 
hopping on stones and logs. The dragon took fifth, and the horse almost took sixth, until the snake wriggled up beside him. The horse 
ended up taking seventh, the snake sixth. The goat, monkey, and rooster built a raft, so the goat became eighth, the monkey ninth, 
and the rooster tenth. The dog came up next, then the pig. The cat came up later only to discover that he was too late to have a year 
named after him. 
 This year, the Lunar New Year falls on Saturday, February 10, 2024. ECC (Edgemont Community Council) and ECA 
(Edgemont Chinese Association) have co-organized a celebration this year for the Lunar New Year in early February, and it sounds like 
a fun event in which the entire community can participate.
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